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Portia labiata (Araneae: Salticidae: Spartaeini) as predator and prey
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Portia labiata (Thorell 1887) is a widely distributed spartaeine jumping spider in south and southeast 
Asia, with a range that extends from India to the Philippines (WSC 2024).  Like other species in the genus 
Portia Karsch 1878,  P. labiata will enter webs to prey on a variety of different web spiders (Figure 1;  
Jackson & Li 1996; Li et al. 1997; Jackson & Nelsen 2011).

Figure 1.  Sequential photos (1-3) showing a female Portia labiata feeding on a female Parasteatoda sp. that she has captured 
(Karnataka, 2 FEB 2021).  Note the presence of a small kleptoparasitic spider (arrows).  Photo credits: 1-3, Abhijith APC.

Parasteatoda Archer 1946 is a large theridiid genus comprised of 43 known species of cobweb or house 
spiders, mostly Asian (WSC 2024), and many synanthropic.  One species, P. tepidariorum (C. L. Koch 1841), 
has  been widely  introduced and now has a  cosmopolitan distribution.   With their  irregular  webs of  
tangled silk, theridiids pose a particular hazard to other spiders, including jumping spiders (Ross 2009). 
Here (Figures 2-3), we document two instances where an adult  Portia labiata has been captured by a 
female Parasteatoda.
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Figure 2.  Sequential photos (1-12) showing the capture of a female Portia labiata by a female Parasteatodes 
(Karnataka).  The Portia approached this Parasteatodes from a distance but became entangled in her silk as 
the Parasteatodes wrapped her with more silk (1-3).  Subsequently the Portia was bitten (4), then wrapped 
with more silk, and eaten (9, 11).  Photo credits: 1-12, Vipin Baliga.
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Figure 3.  Sequential photos (1-3) showing a nesting female Parasteatoda sp. feeding on a male Portia labiata (Karnataka, 20 
JUN 2022).  Photo credits: 1-3, Sanath R M.

Male and female  Portia labiata have distinctive field marks, but unfortunately we still have no reliable 
guides to the identification of  Portia species in the field, and these have sometimes been confused with 
two other widespread Asian Portia,  P. albimana (Simon 1900) (see Ahmed et al. 2015) and P. fimbriata 
(Doleschall 1859).  For this reason we document the appearance of both male, female, and immature male 
P. labiata in Figure 4.

Figure 4 (continued on next page).  Female (1-2) and male (3-8) Portia labiata from Karnataka.  1, 
Female guarding her brood.  2, Female feed on a captured spider.  3, Adult male (missing leg L4).  4-5, 
Adult male feeding on a nematoceran.  Note the broad, white bands on the margins of the carapace,  
and the narrower, white median thoracic band.    Photo credits: 1-8, Sanath R M.
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Figure 4 (continued from previous page).    6, Male feeding on a captured spider.  7, Penultimate male feeding on a captured 
spiderling.  This male feed on a series of immatures from this brood.  8, Frontal view of adult male.  Note the prominent 
retrolateral tibial apophysis and basal cymbial apophysis of each pedipalp.  Male and female P.  albimana have a much more 
extensive cover of white setae on their face and pedipalps.
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Figure 5.  Prominent arachnologists responsible for the naming of Portia labiata.  1, Tord Tamberlan Teodor 
Thorell (1830-1901), Swedish arachnologist who first described a female Portia labiata (as  Linus labiatus) 
from Burma in 1887.  2, Ferdinand Anton Franz Karsch (1853-1936), German arachnologist who named the 
genus Portia in 1878.  It was only much later (Wanless 1978) that labiata was recognized as a Portia by Fred 
Wanless (1940-2017).
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