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Here we provide the first record of the ant-mimic jumping spider Myrmarachne cornuta (Badcock 1918)
in Vietnam. This extends the known range of this species, endemic to tropical Sunda (Figure 1). Three
males and one female of this species were collected from the foliage of coconut trees (Cocos nucifera) in
Ben Tre Province, Vietnam (Figure 2). Our specimens were similar to those described by Yamasaki &
Ahmad (2013), as well as specimens recently documented in iNaturalist (Figure 3), but available
equipment did not allow us to count the cheliceral teeth of the males. However, the RTA of males is
distinctive. With this record, 12 Myrmarachne species have now been reported from Vietnam.
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Figure 1. Distribution of Mymarachne cornuta in southeast Asia. Badcock described this species
from specimens collected by the Annandale-Robinson expedition. Unnumbered records correspond
to photographs posted in iNaturalist.
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Figure 2. Myrmarachne cornuta from Ben Tre Province, Vietnam. 1, @ in nest with hatchlings. 2-4, @ near
her nest. 5, Ventral view of @ epigynum. 6, Adult &. 7-10, Four ventral views of the left & pedipalp.
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Figure 3. Records of Myrmarachne cornuta posted in iNaturalist. 1, @, Singapore, 17 JUN 2022, © airgel, obs. 122627369. 2,
&, Malaysia, APR 2018, © Richard Ong, obs. 31771705. 3-4, &, Lankat Regency, Sumatra, 10 MAR 2024, © Valentina L., obs.

204308417. 5-6, 3, Lankat Regency, Sumatra, 10 MAR 2024, © Bridgette Gower, obs. 205810621. All photographs used and
modified under a CC BY-NC 4.0 license.
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As noted by Badcock (1918), the anterior segment of the pedicel of Myrmarachne cornuta is much shorter
than the long posterior segment. The slender body shape associated with ant mimicry is thought to
significantly reduce both the jumping distance and the ability of these spiders to capture prey. Of seven
Myrmarachne species recently studied by Hashimoto et al. (2020), M. cornuta had the worst shape factor
and the shortest jumping distance.
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