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The genus Plexippus C. L. Koch 1846 is represented by six species in India:  P. paykulli (Audouin 1826), P.  
petersi (Karsch 1878), P. redimitus Simon 1902, P. calcutaensis (Tikader 1974), P. andamanensis (Tikader 1977), and  P. gajbe Karthikeyani & Kannan 2013 (Tikader 1987, WSC 2015).  With the exception of  P.  
paykulli,  these spiders have had little study and their natural history,  including behavior,  biology,  and distribution, is little known.On 20 May, 2015, in Moodubidire, Karnataka, India, at about 11:30 am, a female P. petersi located on the ledge of  a garage wall  ventilator,  eight feet  from ground level,  was spotted stalking a female  Hersilia Audouin 1826 sp. cryptically positioned five inches below it.  Approaching from the left posterior side, the salticid lunged and grabbed the prosoma of its prey from nearly two inches away.  After a brief struggle,  during which the Hersilia tried to envelope its predator and failed, the P. petersi captured and carried the captured Hersilia back up the wall and into a crevice, in a corner of the ventilator (Figures 1-6).

Figures 1-2.  Female Plexippus petersi holding a Hersila sp. that it has captured.  Photos by K. Mohan.1 2
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Figures 3-6.  More views of a female Plexippus petersi holding a Hersila sp., apparently feeding through one of the legs.  Leg feeding by salticids was previously described by Hill (2011, 2012).  Photos by K. Mohan.Two additional  records of  predation on spiders by  Plexippus are shown in Figures 7-8.   While many species  of  salticids  prey  upon other  spiders,  this  behaviour  has  been documented  for  relatively  few species.  These include members of the genera Portia (Li 1996, Li & Jackson 1997, Clark & Jackson 2000, Harland & Jackson 2000, Jackson et al. 2008) and Thiodina (or Colonus after Bustamante et al. 2015; Hill 2012)  that  specialize  on spiders  as prey.   Araneophagy by larger  salticids  that  appear  to  be feeding generalists  has also  been reported:   Phiale (Robinson & Valerio  1977) and  Phidippus (Jackson 1977; Edwards 1980).   Although araneophagy via  web invasion has  been noted in  P.  paykulli (Jackson and Macnab 1989), it has not been reported previously for P. petersi.
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Figures 7-8.  Other examples of predation on spiders by  Plexippus.  1, Adult male  P. petersi feeding on a smaller salticid in Cambodia (16 SEP 2013, photo by Nicky Bay, used with permission).  2, Female Plexippus holding and apparently feeding from one leg of a pholcid spider in Dona Paula, Goa, India (urban, indoors, ~15° 27.500' N, 73° 48.190' E, 23 JUL 2015, photo by  Abhishek Jamalabad, used with permission).  This was reported to be a P. paykulli, but looks more like a P. petersi.  Females of the two species may be frequently confused.  A web that may have been inhabited by this  Pholcus was located a few inches away from this feeding Plexippus.
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